


The Courage to Create Hope Scripture says, “Always be ready to make your        
defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in 
you” (1 Peter 3:15).  
 
It is difficult to have hope within us in today’s world. Wars and conflict plague our         
human family. Politics are increasingly polarized. The gap between the rich and the poor 
continues to widen. The daily impacts of climate change are felt by growing numbers of 
people, and irreversible ecological collapse looms on the horizon. Instead of finding 
hope within us, it would be much more logical to feel discouraged, anxious and                         
powerless. And yet, 150 members, partners and friends of Development and Peace 
gathered under the banner “Create Hope” at our June 2022 Orientation Assembly.  
 
Development and Peace has now chosen Create Hope as our unifying theme for the 
next five years. We make this choice because of the dedicated efforts of the poor and 
oppressed to overcome poverty and injustice. Pope Francis calls their efforts and ours “a 
proclamation of hope.” In his address at the Fourth World Meeting of Popular                    
Movements, he added, “you have the ability and the courage to create hope where 
there appears to be only waste and exclusion.” The partners around the world whom 
we support embody this courage to create hope.  
 
Who are we not to join them? You have 
the courage to create hope:  
 
→ When you add your voice to that of 

the youth who call for urgent                  
government action to combat the 
climate emergency 

→ When you listen to Indigenous      
peoples and their demands for justice 

→ When you give to Development and 
Peace to enable communities in the 
Global South to take charge of their 
own development  

 
The courage to Create Hope is rooted in 
actions big and small. For to drive away 
anguish and despair, it is better to act. 
Every action we take has a positive              
effect on us, our neighbours, our great 
human family, our children and their             
descendants. It is through our actions 
that we give an account for the hope that 
is in us  

 


