
GOOD SHEPHERD 

REGIONAL CHURCH ATRIUM 
Holy Name of Jesus 

Pro-Cathedral of the Assumption 

St. Peter the Apostle 

 

Location: Pro-Cathedral 
of the Assumption Parish 

 

480 McIntyre Street West 
North Bay, ON   P1B 2Z4 

705.472.3970 

 

 

WELCOME 

 
SESSIONS SATURDAY MORNING 

9:25 – 11:15 am 

Level I (3-6yr olds) 

Level 2 (6-12yr olds) 

Drawing by Gavin. 

 
**Starts After Thanksgiving 

https://procathedral.ca/youth 
 

       Introduction 

• Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 

begins with the understanding that 

there is a deep bond between God 

and each child. 

 

• With a Montessori style, catechists 

draw on the most essential elements 

of scripture and liturgy, as they meet 

the needs and capacities of children. 

 

• Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

helps children to name, explore and 

deepen this relationship as the 

foundation for their lives. 

 

• The sacred space, called the Atrium, 

is a spiritual environment - a place of 

worship rather than a traditional 

classroom. 

 

• This is a prepared environment 

where children grow in the 

knowledge of Jesus and His love. 

 

• The Atrium prepares children for 

participation in the larger 

worshipping community. 

 

• The hands-on materials in the 

Atrium encourage children to 

explore and deepen their 

experiences at their own pace. 

 

• The children are free to work with 

materials that represent the essence 

of the Christian message. 

https://procathedral.ca/youth


 

• The adult's role is to prepare the 

environment; present works that call 

forth the child's response; then step 

back, allowing God and the child to 

work together. 

 

Celebration 

• Celebration is a big part of our life in 

the Atrium.  Children celebrate 

around the prayer corner with each 

changing of the Liturgical Season. 

 

• Epiphany is a time of blessing for our 

atrium and our families. 

 

• After Easter break we begin with the 

Liturgy of Light celebration. 

 

• Before we close for the summer we 

celebrate Pentecost, by asking for 

a gift that we need in this 

moment to carry us through till 

we meet again. 

 

• We close our Atrium year with a 

Mass on Good Shepherd Sunday 

(4th Sunday of Easter). 
 

• This is a wonderful time for families 

and catechists to come together and 

share in faith and fun. Part of our 

celebration is a tasty potluck. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To Register or inquire contact: 

Erin Tayler @ 705.476.8509 

Suzanne Charette @ 

705.845.0160 

 

email: betayler@fibreop.ca 

 

Visit Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd Association of 

Canada 

 

www.cgsac.ca 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.cgsac.ca/


Presentations Given to Children in  

Level I Atrium (ages 3-6) 
 

Prayer is at the center of the Atrium:  

Individual Prayer, Communal Prayer,             

and Work as Prayer. 

Scripture 

Infancy Narratives, Biblical Geography, 

Prophecies 

Paschal Mystery:  Last Supper, Empty 

Tomb, City of Jerusalem 

Parables of the Kingdom of God and the 

Good Shepherd and the Found Sheep 

Liturgy 

Liturgical Colours and Calendar, Vestments 

of the Priest 

Gestures of the Mass 

The Eucharistic Presence of the Good 

Shepherd 

Baptism, presented through                          

liturgical signs. 

 

Each new level builds on the elements 

presented in the previous level                               

in a spiral method, returning always to the 

same essential themes but with                         

new detail and discovery reflecting the 

development of the child. 

 

 

 

 

New elements in Level II 

(ages 6 and older) 
 

Scripture 

Synthesis of narratives and parables given 

in Level I 

Addition of moral parables and the maxims 

of the Kingdom of God 

The Rite of Baptism 

Sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist 

presented through liturgical signs 

Further reflections on the Good Shepherd, 

the Wolf and the Hireling, 

the Found Sheep and the 

Eucharistic Presence 

 

The Books of the Bible 

Liturgy 

Origins of the Eucharist 

History of the Kingdom of God 

 

 

 


