A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians

A reading from the book of Genesis

Genesis 2:8-24

Colossians 3:12-17

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility
meekness, and patience.
Bear with one another and, if anyone has a
complaint against another,
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you,
so you also must forgive.
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony. And let the
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed
you were called in the one body.
And be thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly;
teach and admonish one another in all wisdom;
and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs to God.
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.
The word of the Lord.

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that man
should be alone; I will make him a helper as his
partner.”
So out of the ground the Lord God formed every
animal of the field and every bird of the air,
and brought them to the man to see what he would
call them; and whatever the man called every living
creature, that was its name.
The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds
of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for
the man there was not found a helper as his
partner.
So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon
the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs
and closed up its place with flesh.
And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the
man he made into a woman and brought her to the
man.
Then the man said, “this at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called
Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.”
Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother
and clings to his wife,
and they become one flesh.
The word of the Lord.

A reading from the book of Tobit

Tobit 8:5-7a

Tobias and Sarah began to pray and implore that
they might be kept safe.
Tobias began by saying, “Blessed are you, O God of
our ancestors,
and blessed is your name in all generations forever.
Let the heavens and the whole creation bless you
forever.
You made Adam, and for him you made his wife Eve
as a helper and support.
From the two of them the human race has sprung.
You said, “It is not good that the man should be
alone;
let us make a helper for him like himself.”
I now am taking this kinswoman of mine, not
because of lust, but with sincerity.
Grant that she and I may find mercy and that we
may grow old together.”
The word of the Lord.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the
Corinthians
1 Corinthians 12:31-13: 8
Strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a
still more excellent way.
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels,
but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a
clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers,
and understand all mysteries and all knowledge,
and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains,
but do not have love, I am nothing.
If I give away all my possessions, and If I hand over
my body so that I may boast, but do not have love, I
gain nothing.
Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or
boastful or arrogant or rude.
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or
resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but
rejoices in the truth.
It bears all things, believes all things,hopes all
things, endures all things.
Love never ends.
The word of the Lord.

