
STATIONS OF THE CROSS        (Will be Used February 26 & April 2) 
 

Invocation prior to each station: 

 

LEADER:    We adore you, O Christ and we bless you 

RESPONSE:   Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world. 

 

 
FIRST STATION:  JESUS IS CONDEMNED TO DEATH          
  
Jesus, our brother, we stand in silence as You are condemned by Pilate.  We have stood in silence before, 

as You went hungry by our tables, as You were   orphaned in our wars, as You walked powerless in our 

world.  We always stand in silence for we, like Pilate, are bowed, broken, afraid.  Break the chains of this 

silence that lies so heavily on our lives.  Give us the courage to speak on Your behalf.  Amen. 

  
 
SECOND STATION:  JESUS TAKES HIS CROSS 
  
Jesus our brother, we watch You bear Your cross and do not understand.  We are afraid of suffering; our 

hearts are hardened.  Everyone tells us that suffering is evil and must be avoided at every cost.  We flee 

sickness, sorrow and pain.  Your carrying of Your cross says something different about suffering.  We are 

not sure just what it is all the time—help us to follow You, even when we do not   understand.  Amen. 

 
  
THIRD STATION:  JESUS FALLS FOR THE FIRST TIME 
  
Jesus, our brother, You have fallen with Your cross.  We wonder if You have not fallen again today.  

Everywhere we see signs of weakness—in our church, in our country, in our world.  We see dissension, 

controversy, turmoil.  We are scandalized.  We do not understand.  Our faith begins to falter.  Help us to 

find You hidden in our weakness.  Help us find You beneath the cross.  Amen. 

 
  
FOURTH STATION:  JESUS MEETS HIS MOTHER 
  
Jesus, our brother, we are moved by Mary’s love for you.  We are amazed by Mary’s love for us.  It is hard 

to believe she has not lost confidence in us.  We know she has not.  She saw beneath Your grime and 

agony.  She saw Your hidden beauty.  We trust she can do the same for us.  We need to be understood 

these days.  We so often feel alone.  Amen. 

 
  
FIFTH STATION:  JESUS IS HELPED BY SIMON 
  
Jesus our brother, we are so much like Simon.  He took up Your cross and followed You but he had so much 

doubt, so much hesitation.  We see You suffering all around us—in the poor, in the powerless, in the 

misunderstood.  We are so hesitant to come to Your aid; we find so many excuses.  We remain aloof.  

Grant us the wisdom and the courage to help the least of Your brothers and sisters and so help You.  Amen. 

 
  
SIXTH STATION: VERONICA WIPES THE FACE OF JESUS 
  
Jesus our brother, You rewarded Veronica for her courage.  You left Your face upon her veil.  You will 

reward us for our courage; You will leave the imprint of Your face upon our lives, “By this will all know 

that you are my disciples; that you love one another.”  Let us forget our fears and reach out to serve our 

needy brothers and sisters.  Amen. 

  



 

SEVENTH STATION:  JESUS FALLS THE SECOND TIME 
  
Jesus, our brother, You must have been discouraged by Your second fall.  We too know discouragement.  

Our best efforts end in failure.  Those we love do not seem to love us.   Regardless of our efforts, life does 

not always bring peace.  What shall we do?  We will imitate Your example and try again, even in the face 

of futility.  Amen. 
  
 

EIGHTH STATION:  JESUS SPEAKS TO THE WOMEN 
  
Jesus, our brother, in the midst of Your sufferings, You had compassion for others and their pain.  We are 

often so self-centered.  We do not see the sufferings of others.  We want pity, kindness and 

understanding.  We are willing to give so little in return.  Help us to forget ourselves.  Awaken us to the 

pain in the lives of others.  Amen. 

  
 
NINTH STATION:  JESUS FALLS FOR THE THIRD TIME 
  
Jesus, our brother, Your third fall is the beginning of Your death agony.  Our world is filled with dying 

people—in war, in famine, in hospitals, on highways.  Many this day will die alone.  May our prayers be 

some comfort to the dying, especially to those who must die alone.  Amen. 

  
 
TENTH STATION:  JESUS IS STRIPPED OF HIS GARMENTS 
  
Jesus, our brother, there is something fearful in thinking of You stripped before the crowd.  Even the 

privacy of clothing is taken.  You have given up everything for us.  We give so little in return.  May we have 

the grace to give: to give of what we have, to help our brothers and sisters suffering all around us.  Amen. 

  
 
ELEVENTH STATION:  JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS 
  
Jesus, our brother, the pain of the nails was unjust.  Your hands that did such good, Your feet that walked 

in errands of mercy, are now punished.  You received little gratitude for the good You did.  Why should we 

expect more for the good we do?  Help us give and ask nothing in return.  Amen. 

  

 

TWELFTH STATION:   JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS 
  
Jesus, our brother, You have the greatest love for us.  What can we say in the face of it?  We can only try 

to imitate You, by responding to the brothers and sisters You have given to us to love.  Amen. 

  
 
THIRTEENTH STATION:   JESUS IS TAKEN DOWN FROM THE CROSS 
  
Jesus, our brother, You are laid in the arms of Your mother.  The agony is over.  But the resurrection is not 

yet; Your Father’s plan requires patience.  So it is with us.  We reach moments when only patience can 

carry us on.  We know that something better will come.  But when?  Help us share Your patience and that 

of Your mother.  Amen. 

  
 
FOURTEENTH STATION:  JESUS IS LAID IN THE TOMB 
  
Jesus our brother, the end of life is so definite.  We fear it deep within.  We do not want to die.  Help us to 

understand that our lives are but a prelude to a new life—a life with You and Your Father.   Amen. 

  


