


Christmas has increasingly become a            
holiday cut off from its purpose of           
celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ. It is, 
therefore, important for Christians to             

recapture the season of Advent as a time for preparing for Christmas.  

   When speaking of Advent as a season for waiting, we should not think that our 
waiting is some virtue we are trying to perfect. Our waiting is for Jesus! And what  
sustains us in that waiting is hope, hope in God’s certain promise. This is the season 
to learn how to listen to God’s promises and to believe what he has said, despite all 
evidence to the contrary. 

   Of course, all of God’s promises ultimately focus on the One who was born in                                               
Bethlehem. So Advent does help prepare us for Christmas. After all, the King is on his 
way! But not just to Bethlehem where he arrived unawares 2,000 years ago.         
The King comes even now, in Word and Sacrament, bringing fullness and life. And 
the King will come again.  

Advent is . . . 

 Advent is the church’s way of saying, "Not yet, but very soon." 

 Advent is the opposite of our culture’s incessant demand for instant gratification. 

 Advent is our wake-up call to the fact that the Messiah who came is also coming, 
and is already here! 

2,000 years after his birth, Jesus is still our Emmanuel. What we celebrate is not a 
past event, but a present reality: the incarnation of the Son of God.  Advent wraps up 
all of these mysteries and beckons us to wait, to anticipate, and to prepare. 
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ADVENT WREATH  

"

The rose candle is lit the third Sunday of Advent, for this color anticipates and            

symbolizes the Christmas joy announced in the first word of the Entrance Antiphon:  

"Rejoice" (Latin, Gaudete). For this reason the Third Sunday is also called Gaudete 

Sunday, and rose color vestments are permitted. 

The Advent Wreath represents the long time when people lived in spiritual darkness, 

waiting for the coming of the Messiah, the Light of the world. Each year in Advent   

people wait once again in darkness for the coming of the Lord, His historical coming 

in the mystery of Bethlehem, His final coming at the end of time, and His  special   

coming in every moment of grace.  


