
Small-scale farmers are 

crucial to the global food 

system, feeding half of       

the world’s population by growing food on over half of the 

Earth’s arable land, but they are faced with an increasing 

number of challenges to make their crops productive. 

 

According to the United Nations, investment in small-scale 

farmers represents the single biggest opportunity to              

reduce   hunger,   poverty   and increase productivity. 

 

By  providing  seed  banks  to  help  crops  last longer,            

offering agricultural training to improve yields,  improving 

access to land ownership  for peasant farmers, supporting 

farming and fishing cooperatives, and speaking out against 

land grabs or  forest  destruction,  we can  make  the  world 

more just and ensure there is food for all. 

 

Each of us is part of the 

food system, which means 

we have the power to 

change it.       By choosing 

local, sustainable or fair 

trade food, you can        

contribute to  local          

sustainable development  

rather than multinational 

profits. 

 

Together, we can build a more just and sustainable 

food system for our human family. 

What is Development and Peace Doing 

to Fight Hunger? 
 

 Supporting innovations in small-scale agriculture 

 Providing women with economic opportunities 

 Promoting food sovereignty 

 Supporting peasant movements 

 Delivering emergency food aid 

 Helping communities become more resilient to climate  
change 

 Supporting the organization of cooperatives 

 Promoting peace and reconciliation 

 Calling for a more just food system 

 Organizing education campaigns in Canada 

Why small-scale farmers are 

becoming impoverished 
 
 Recurring droughts 

 Policies that make imported food cheaper on the market 

 International trade agreements that do not favour local 

markets and production 

 Floods and typhoons 

 Depleted soil 

 Limited access to water 

 Land grabs for crops that can be exported 

 Displacement due to conflict 

 Accruing debts due to poor crops 

 Polluted soil and water sources from the extractive             

industries 

 Selling off livestock at devalued prices in times of crisis 

 Over-fishing 


