
HELPING HANDS 

Have you ever sat at a funeral luncheon and wondered who was responsible? 

Probably not.  That’s just one of those things we take for granted and never 

question. 

Here at the Cathedral, this is a wonderful service offered by a group of 

volunteers.  It is a great help to the family of the deceased person, removing the 

stress of having to feed the friends and family who have come to help them grieve 

and bury a loved one. 

Volunteers are badly needed for this committee. Without volunteers, the service 

will falter. While this service is done under the umbrella of the CWL not all 

volunteers are CWL members. It is open to anyone in the parish, male or female, 

who would like to help. There are four teams and at each funeral, two teams work – 

one prepares the food and does the set up (Our trusted Bernard sets up all the 

table and chairs) while the other serves and does clean-up. Then at the next 

funeral, the other two teams work.  Each shift only takes about two hours.  Of 

course there is no way to determine the frequency of working.  Sometimes there 

are two funerals in a week and then you may go for two months without one. You 

are not obligated to join a team. You can be on the spare list and could be called by 

any one of the 4 teams to help. We do have volunteers that because they are still 

working can only do Saturdays, others wish to be involved in the preparation only, 

others to serve and still others who bake for us. Any way you can help would be 

welcomed. 

On the back of this sheet, there are some thank you cards from some of the 

parishioners who have used the service.  As you can see, it is greatly appreciated.  

It’s a wonderful way to give back. 

Please consider joining this very worthwhile group of volunteers.  If you wish to be 

a spare, that’s fine too.  For further information, or to submit your name as a 

volunteer, please call Maudena Farnsworth at 495-2532. 

Thank you for your time and your consideration.  



“I would like to thank you and all of the ladies of for the efficient and expert organization of 

the funeral luncheon for my mother's Memorial Celebration. I hadn't expected tables to be set 

and so was quite impressed with the layout. My sister and I were able to circulate with ease to 

each of the tables and speak personally to friends and acquaintances who attended the service. 

The cold cuts, cheese and salads were good and varied and the Kaisers were o fresh as were 

the vegetable and fruit trays and of course, the home-baked desserts were, dare I say divine! ) 

I was delighted to meet you and applaud the most splendid work you and the ladies do for the 

Parish. 

Bless you all and thank you once again.” 

 

 

“My relatives and friends are still raving about the Funeral Luncheon."I am going to highly 

recommend you to all my friends. 

 

“Thank you for the prayers, Mass and support shown to me and my family when my Mother 

passed away. The Funeral Luncheon was so wonderful & delicious. You ladies who prepared 

and served were so wonderful, caring and respectful. Many people commented on the lovely 

reception. You did a superb job!” 

 

 

“We extend our thanks to the ladies of the Funeral Luncheon Teams for a lovely reception 

and acknowledge the very busy day they had in handling two Funeral Luncheons in one day. 

What a wonderful team effort!” 

 

 

“Please thank the ladies for the beautiful lunch. It was greatly appreciated...”My late husband 

was smiling down at how well you treated the homeless man who came for lunch. You treated 

him with class and dignity. Would also like to say that you truly represent your parish well. 

You were all truly very welcoming  

 

 

“Many thanks for the delicious lunch you had prepared for us. Your smiles, words of comfort 

and the whole general feeling you created for us. We found it all very comforting.” 

 

 

“Thank you for the delicious lunch as a send off for my father. He would have thoroughly 

enjoyed it all! In fact, it was all so great I am going to recommend you to all my friends!” 

 

 

“A funeral is very often such a very sad occasion. I was certainly not looking forward to going 

downstairs; but, from the moment I entered your Parish Hall I felt the love, support and 

comfort from all you ladies. I felt that my Mom was looking down and smiling. It gave me the 

strength to face what was to come. The tables, the food presentation, the quality of the food 

not to mention the taste was superb. My Mom would have loved it all but for me I shall always 

treasure your love and support. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. You will never know 

what it all meant to me!”!” 


