
MORE THAN EVER, THE WORLD 
NEEDS OUR SOLIDARITY
Eradicati ng the root causes of poverty, ensuring respect for everyone’s fundamental rights, and achie-
ving integral human development is not a utopia.

These are the objecti ves that Canada’s internati onal aid and development policies should 
be targeti ng.

It is true that, today, one-fi ft h of the world’s populati on lives on less than $1.25 
per day and that one billion people go hungry. In Africa, 40% of the populati on has 
no access to clean drinking water. Worldwide, over 45 million people have been 
forcibly displaced. The list of injusti ces and crises of our ti me seems endless. But 
beyond the numbers and stati sti cs, what do we see and what do we hear?

D���������� A�� P���� sees the faces and hears the cries of those who are asking 
for dignity, justi ce, peace and democracy in their societi es.

They are the faces of mothers who wonder each morning if they will have anything 
to give their children to eat that night. They are the faces of men and women of men 
and women who cannot get medical care or send their children to school. They also 
are the faces of enti re families uprooted by war, by the destructi on of their environ-
ment or as a result of natural disasters, who are organizing to rebuild their lives and 
communiti es together.

There are thousands of faces. There are also thousands of cries. The cries of women 
who have been persecuted, humiliated and whose suff erings are used as weapons of 
war. They also are the cries of child soldiers terrorized by violence, of people fi ghti ng to 
preserve their environment and their right to choose their own development. 

For the past 45 years, it has been D���������� A�� P����’s mission to demonstrate  
our faith as Canadian Catholics by standing in solidarity and providing support to Church 
organizati ons as well as groups and movements in the Global South who are acti vely 
working to give the poor and marginalized a voice in their society.

D���������� A�� P���� now joins the Holy Father in reminding us that our witness 
is integral to our faith. In his pastoral lett er announcing the Year of Faith, he recalls for us 
the words of St. James, “If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, 
‘Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fi ll,’ and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the 
good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.” (James 2:15-17)

WHAT FACES 
AND CRIES 
HAVE CALLED 
OUT TO YOU IN 
THE COURSE 
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LIFE THAT MADE 
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SHOW YOUR 
SOLIDARITY 
WITH THE POOR 
AS A WITNESS 
TO YOUR FAITH?

international
Development 

 JUSTICEJUSTICE
DO IT

DISCUSSION DOCUMENT



D���������� A�� P���� is the offi  cial internati onal development organizati on of 
the Catholic Church in Canada.

Our acti on is inspired by the Gospel, guided by the social teachings of the 
Church and embodies the preferenti al opti on for the poor.

“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these 
my brethren, you did it to me” (Mt 25, 40).

D���������� A�� P���� works ti relessly for and 
with the poorest so that social transformati on for 
a more just world will be at the heart of the poli-
cies and acti on for internati onal development. We 
deeply believe in Canada’s role and contributi on 
to supporti ng the world’s impoverished popula-
ti ons. We encourage policy makers, civil society 
organizati ons and the general public to place 
the needs and aspirati ons of the poor at the 
forefront of Canada’s expression of solidarity.

Guided in parti cular by Caritas in veritate, 
Pope Benedict ���’s encyclical on integral hu-
man development, DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE 
promotes development that seeks the well-
being of each person and his or her integrity in 
all dimensions—economic, politi cal, social and 
spiritual.

This approach respects the environmental 
health of the earth while sti ll giving priority to the 
perspecti ves and experiences of those suff ering 
impoverishment and exclusion. It is based on 

eff ecti ng permanent and sustainable change by 
establishing partnerships with grassroots organizati ons and coaliti ons in de-
veloping countries.

Since its founding, D���������� A�� P���� has supported more than 16,000 
local initi ati ves in 70 countries, in fi elds as diverse as agriculture, educati on, com-
munity acti on, peace building and human rights.

Reducing poverty requires tackling its root causes. This means supporti ng 
groups that are involved in, for example, food security, citi zen parti cipati on, equal-
ity between women and men, confl ict resoluti on and the use of natural resources 
for the benefi t of local populati ons.

This model of solidarity for justi ce and development also requires those of 
us who live in the industrialized countries of the north to respond to the pleas 
of those who are suff ering. We must recognize our share of responsibility in the 
issues that prolong this suff ering and act fully so that our own society’s choices are 
no longer causes of injusti ce and inequality.

This year, D���������� A�� P���� is carrying out this awareness-raising cam-
paign in order to defend the concept that the needs, perspecti ves and knowledge 
of the poor must be included in aid and development policies, and that these 
same benefi ciaries must also parti cipate in defi ning the issues and strategies for 
responding to those needs. 

To learn more about the mission and accomplishments of D���������� A�� 
P����, visit the organizati on’s website at: www.devp.org.

D���������� A�� P���� is the offi  cial internati onal development organizati on of 

HAND IN HAND WITH THE WORLD’S 
MOST DESTITUTE FOR 45 YEARS

DEVELOPMENT 
AND PEACE 
BELIEVES THAT 
IMPOVERISHED 
POPULATIONS 
MUST PLAY A 
CENTRAL ROLE 
IN DETERMINING  
INTERNATIONAL 
AID POLICIES. DO 
YOU SHARE THIS 
BELIEF? WHY? 



Like most western countries, Canada made a commitment to support the eff orts of people in the 
Global South who were trying to improve their living conditi ons and democrati ze their societi es 
so that their rights as citi zens would be secured.

Working in partnership with the Canadian Internati onal Development Agency (CIDA) since 
the agency’s incepti on, D���������� A�� P���� has played an important role in helping Canada 
meet its commitment to the Global South. This collaborati on has always been part of an ap-
proach to internati onal cooperati on that called for a fi nancial commitment based on partner-
ship. It acknowledges that only long-term support will succeed in bringing about the profound 
and lasti ng changes that are necessary for eradicati ng poverty.

But today, D���������� A�� P���� is among the many organizati ons that are increasingly 
concerned about the directi on of Canada’s internati onal assistance.

The UN recommends that donor countries contribute 0.7% of their Gross Nati onal Income 
(GNI) to foreign aid. According to fi gures from the Organizati on for Economic Cooperati on and 
Development (OECD), Canada devoted 0.33% of its GNI to foreign aid in 2010, below the aver-
age of all donors, which was 0.49%. This only puts Canada in 14th place among the 23 donor 
countries, whereas in 1995 it was in 6th place. Canada’s latest budget plans on further cuts to 
its foreign aid of more than 7% by 2014–2015. One can anti cipate that these measures will have 
serious consequences on Canada’s commitment to the poorest countries. 

D���������� A�� P���� does not believe that these cuts refl ect the prioriti es and values of 
the majority of the Canadian populati on, which has always had a signifi cant commitment to 
solidarity with the most disadvantaged that are fi ghti ng for peace and the respect of their basic 
rights.

In additi on to cutti  ng its budget, Canada has begun implementi ng 
new policies and procedures for distributi ng its internati onal as-
sistance, which are making it more diffi  cult for citi zens to get in-
volved in internati onal cooperati on. One of the things that the 
government is doing is providing fi nancial support to organiza-
ti ons collaborati ng with Canadian private sector companies that 
want to invest in industries in developing countries, such as 
mining companies. Many NGOs and other sectors of the Can-
adian populati on have expressed concern about this new ap-
proach, which seems to place Canada’s commercial interests 
above the interests of the main people concerned, i.e., those 
seeking to democrati ze their countries and place the manage-
ment of natural resources within a framework of sustainable 
development that will transform the lives of people and build a 
future of dignity for everyone.

Canada has also introduced a new competi ti ve bidding system 
for allocati ng its internati onal aid budgets. While the previous 
practi ce favoured an approach based on partnership, the current mechanism 
promotes short-term projects whose conti nuity is not assured. Experience has taught us that 
genuine change can take ti me and needs a long-term commitment.

In additi on, this competi ti ve bidding system promotes projects that are more closely linked to 
the interests and prioriti es of the Canadian Government and less to the aspirati ons and parti cipa-
ti on of local elected offi  cials and community organizati ons based in the Global South. Yet these 
latt er are oft en the only people able to speak out for the poor and marginalized in their country.

Internati onal development assistance is a commitment of society to eradicate poverty and 
create a just world. D���������� A�� P����, as a Catholic social movement, believes in this 
commitment and invites all actors in Canadian society to refl ect on the principles that should 
underlie and guide the policies being carried out on its behalf.

Like most western countries, Canada made a commitment to support the eff orts of people in the 

AN INTERNATIONAL AID THAT IS INADEQUATE 
IN RESPONDING TO THE NEEDS OF HUMANITY

ARE YOUR 
VALUES AND 
PRINCIPLES 
BEING 
REFLECTED 
IN WHAT YOU 
KNOW ABOUT 
CANADIAN 
FOREIGN AID? 



«It is not possible to love one’s neighbour as 
oneself and to persevere in this conduct without 
the fi rm and constant determination to work for 
the good of all people and of each person, because 
we are all really responsible for everyone.» 
 
(Cf. Pope John Paul II, quoted in The Compendium 
of the Social Doctrine of the Church, no 43)

«It is not possible to love one’s neighbour as 

In March 2012, a study by the Inter-Council Network, the Canadian coaliti on which includes the 
seven provincial and regional Councils for Internati onal Cooperati on, 

indicated that the majority of Canadians believe that global poverty 
reducti on is a human rights obligati on and believe that there are 

signifi cant benefi ts to promoti ng it. According to the same stu-
dy, one-third of Canadians rank global poverty among the most 
concerning issues on the internati onal level.

D���������� A�� P���� encourages those who feel the 
need to challenge current Canadian foreign aid policies to 
share their concerns and vision for Canada’s role in building 
a more just world.

Our fall educati on campaign would like to encourage 
deeper refl ecti on on the importance of our country’s 
contributi on to internati onal solidarity and the fi ght 
against poverty. With our brothers and sisters throughout 
the world, and based upon Catholic social teaching,  D���-
������� A�� P���� has built a foundati on of collaborati on 
for change and solidarity to meet the challenges we face 
as human beings. This foundati on consists in relati onships 
of learning, trust and mutual support that are extremely 
valuable in meeti ng these challenges and building a bett er 
future together.

In this Year of Faith, Catholics are celebrati ng and re-
fl ecti ng on how our faith leads us to acti on. D���������� 
A�� P���� invites Canadians who share these goals and the 
values that they defend to get involved in our movement 

by becoming a member or by fi nancially supporti ng our acti on. To 
learn more about opportuniti es to support D���������� A�� P����, visit the following address: 
htt p://www.devp.org/campaign. 

In March 2012, a study by the Inter-Council Network, the Canadian coaliti on which includes the 

REFLECTING TOGETHER 
AND SHARING OUR CONCERNS

WHAT ACTION CAN 
YOU TAKE, INDIVIDUALLY 
OR COLLECTIVELY, 
TO EXPRESS YOUR 
INTERNATIONAL 
SOLIDARITY IN 
TODAY’S CONTEXT? 
BECOME BETTER 
INFORMED? SHARE 
YOUR CONCERNS? 
GET INVOLVED IN 
DEVELOPMENT AND 
PEACE? 
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1425 René-Lévesque Blvd W, 3rd Floor,
Montreal (Quebec)  H3G 1T7
www.devp.org


