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YEAR OF FAITH, Oct 11, 2012 –Nov 24, 2013 

“They called the church together and reported what God had done with 

them and how he had opened the door of faith....”.(Acts 14:27) 

“The door of faith is always open to us, ushering us into the life of 

communion with God and offering entry into his church.”                                                                                                                                     

Pope BenedictXVI,Apostolic Letter Porta Fidei for the indication of the 

Year of Faith. 

 

God opens the “door of faith” for each one of us to step through the 

threshold into a deeper relationship with him. The upcoming Year of Faith 

is an opportunity for every Catholic to turn towards Jesus Christ, 

encounter him in the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist, and 

rediscover the Faith and Church. 

The "door of faith”, is opened at one's baptism, but during this year, 

Catholics are called to open it again, to walk through it and rediscover 

and renew their relationship with Jesus Christ and his Church 

LET US AS SENIORS AND ELDERS OPEN THIS DOOR WIDER AND SHARE WITH 

OTHERS THE FAITH OF YESTERYEAR!                                                                                                                                                                                                         

LET US BECOME LEADERS IN THE NEW EVANGELISM, THIS MUSTARD SEED 

THAT GROWS AND PUTS FORTH BRANCHES TO PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL! 

LET US LEAD BY EXAMPLE IN CONTINUING OUR FAITH JOURNEY AS WE STUDY 

THE GOSPEL, WHICH WE CONTINUE TO APPLY TO EVERYDAY LIVING!                                                                                                     

LET US OFFER COMFORT TO ALL AS WE SHARE WITH OTHERS THE GIFTS OF 

FAITH, HOPE, LOVE AND NEW LIFE IN JESUS CHRIST. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

LET US RE-DISCOVER THE JOY! 

LET US FOCUS ON:   “FAITH” 

FAITH WE BELIEVE--(THE CREED) 

FAITH WE LIVE--(FAITH WE LIVE IN OUR DAILY LIVES) 

FAITH WE PROFESS--(EASTER) 

FAITH WE CELEBRATE--(SACRAMENTS) 

FAITH WE SAVOR--(REST -REFLECTION) 

FAITH WE SHARE--(NEW EVANGELIZATION) 

 

 

PRAYER IN YEAR OF FAITH 

 

Promotion of the World Mission Rosary, as indicated by Bishop Fulton 

Sheen, unites  people of the world in a spiritual communion and embraces 

all continents, in prayer. 

 

Pope Benedict XV1 invites people to pray the Rosary, individually, in the 

family and in the community, placing themselves in the school of Mary 

who leads us to Jesus Christ, the living centre of our faith. He invites us 

to cherish the Rosary. 

 

 

NEW EVANGELIZATION PRAYER 

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” But, how can 

they call on him whom they have not believed?  And, how can they believe 

in him of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without 

someone to preach and how can people preach unless they are sent?” 

Romans 10: 13-15 

 



 

 

HEAVENLY FATHER, 

Pour forth your Holy Spirit and inspire me with these words from Holy 

Scripture.                         Stir in my soul, the desire to renew my faith and 

deepen my relationship with your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ so that I 

might truly believe in and live the Good News. 

Open my heart to hear the Gospel and grant me the confidence to 

proclaim the Good News to others. 

Pour out your Spirit, so that I might be strengthened, to go forth and 

witness to the Gospel in my everyday life through my words and actions. 

In moments of hesitation, remind me: 

 If not me, then who will proclaim the Gospel?                                                                                 

If not now, then when, will the Gospel be proclaimed?                                                                       

If not the truth of the Gospel, then what shall I proclaim? 

 

God our Father, I pray that through the Holy Spirit, I might hear the call of 

the  New Evangelization to deepen my faith, grow in confidence to 

proclaim the Gospel and boldly witness to the saving grace of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever.  Amen 

 

 

A FAMILY PRAYER FOR THE YEAR OF FAITH 

O God, our Father.                                                                                                                                

In Jesus, you call all Christian families and homes                                                                        

to be signs of living faith.                                                                                                                    

By the light of the Holy Spirit,                                                                                                     

lead us to be thankful for the gift of faith,                                                                                                        

and by that gift may we grow in our relationship with Jesus, your Son,                                                       

and be confident witnesses to Christian hope and joy                                                                         

to all we meet,                                                                                                                                        

In the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen 

 

2012 UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS 



 

 

 

 

THE FOUR PILLARS OF FAITH: 

CREED:  PRAYERS: SACRAMENTS” MORALITY” 

THE CREED 

CHRISTIAN CREED 

“THIS IS WHERE I STAND”,                                                                                      

“THIS IS WHERE I REST MY HEART”,                                                                          

THIS THE MOST PROFOUND TRUTH I HOLD”. 

THE FAITH WE BELIEVE 

I BELIEVE IN GOD:  Created out of love: Saved out of love: God with us 

forever in love. 

 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT CREED BE PRAYED AT ALL GATHERING DURING 

THE MONTHS OF OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 

 

As Catholic Christians, this is our creed.  We rest our hearts knowing this 

to be true and allowing this to change our lives. 

 

THOUGHT TO REFLECT UPON IN SILENCE 

Have you ever rushed through the Creed at church?  Has it been a while 

since you really thought about what we profess? 

 

LET US RESOLVE TO PRAY THE CREED RATHER THAN TO RECITE BY 

ROTE AND TO GIVE THOUGHT TO THE WORDS OF THE PRAYER. 

 

 

May you take up the challenge to rediscover the joy of your relationship 

with Jesus Christ by studying the faith we believe.  May your time spent in 

prayer, reflection and discussion be for you, the source of rich blessings 

Msgr Murray L Kreotsch, PH VG Hamilton 



 

 

 

We cannot take Christ to the world unless we have entered his presence in 

prayer.  

  Let us pray in these words that the priest prays on Christmas Day.                                                    

O God who wonderfully created the dignity of human nature                                                      

and still more wonderfully restored it.                                                                                 

Grant, we pray that we may share in the divinity of Christ, who humbled                                        

himself to share in our humanity.                                                                           

Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,                                                    

one God, for ever, and ever.  Amen 

                                                        

 

                                                   

OPENING PRAYER (said before every session of Vatican11) 

We stand before you, Holy Spirit, conscious of our sinfulness, but aware 

that we gather in your name. 

Come to us, remain with us, and enlighten our hearts.  Give us light and 

strength to know your will, to make it our own and to live it in our lives. 

Guide us by your wisdom, support us by your power, for you are God, 

sharing the glory of Father and Son. 

You desire justice for all: enable us to uphold the right of others; do not 

allow us to be misled, by ignorance or corrupted by fear or favor. 

Unite us to yourself in the bond of love and keep us faithful to all that is 

true. 

As we gather in your name, may we temper justice with love, so that all 

our discussions and reflections may be pleasing to you, and earn the 

reward promised to good and faithful servants.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE CANTICLE OF CREATION (St Francis of Assisi) 

O Most High, all-powerful, good Lord God, to you belong praise, glory, 

honour and blessing. 

Be praised, my Lord, for all your creation and especially for our Brother 

Sun, who brings us the day and the light; he is strong and shines 

magnificently. 

O Lord, we think of you when we look at him. Be praised, my Lord, for Sister 

Moon, and for the stars which you have set shining and lovely in the heavens. 

Be praised, my Lord, for our Brothers Wind and Air and every kind of weather by 

which you, Lord uphold life in all your creatures. 

Be praised, my Lord for Sister Water, who is very useful to us and humble and 

precious and pure.  Be praised, my Lord, for Brother Fire, through whom you give 

us light in the darkness: he is bright, and lively and strong. 

Be praised, my Lord for Sister Earth, our Mother who nourishes us and sustains 

us, bringing forth fruits and vegetables of many kinds and flowers of many 

colours. 

Be praised, My Lord, for those who forgive for love of you; and for those who bear 

sickness and weakness in peace and patience—you will grant them a crown. 

Be praised my Lord, for our Sister Death, whom we must all face. I praise and 

bless you, Lord and I give thanks to you, and I will serve you in all humility 

 

PRAYER FOR THE ASCENSION 

ALL:  We are not alone. We are promised the Spirit is with us. 

First Group:  in the communion of saints—all those who have gone before us and 

all of us living now. 

ALL: We are not alone. We are promised the Spirit is with us. 

Second Group:  In the inspired Word, proclaimed in our liturgies, shared among 

friends and read in our quiet, private moments. 

ALL: We are not alone.  We are promised the Spirit is with us. 

Third Group:  In the Church throughout the world. Guiding us, challenging us and 

protecting us. 

ALL: We re not alone. We are promised the Spirit is with us. 

Fourth Group: in our own selves. Both calling and empowering us to serve. 

ALL: We are not alone.  We are promised the Spirit is with us. 



 

PRAYER OF ST THERESA OF AVILA. 

Christ has no body but yours.. 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks Compassion of this world. 

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. 

Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world. 

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, 

Yours are the eyes, you are his body. 

Christ had no body but yours, no hands, no feet on earth but yours, yours re the 

eyes with which he looks compassion on this world. Christ has no body now on 

earth but yours. 

 

WE PRAY A LITANY OF BOTH THE GIFTS AND THE FRUITS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

RESPONSE: We thank you, Holy Spirit 

For the gift of Wisdom….. 

For the gift of Understanding….. 

For the gift of Right Judgement….. 

For the gift of Courage….. 

For the gift of Knowledge….. 

For the gift of reverence…… 

For the gift of Wonder and Awe……. 

For the love in our lives…….. 

For our peace……. 

For patience…….. 

For kindness and goodness….. 

For faithfulness…… 

For gentleness…… 

For self-control…… 

As we rediscover our joy…… 

Prayer 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of 

your love. Send forth your spirit and they shall be created and you shall renew 

the face of the earth. Amen 

 


