
The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Presents: 

The Feast of the Epiphany Family Celebration 

 
Prayer around the crèche  

How great is the joy of these wise men that have come from so far away to see a King 
and are led to a little house in a village! How much is there for us to learn here! 

What joy is greater than the joy brought by love? What joy is greater than the joy which you, O Jesus, 
bring at Christmas to people's hearts, and especially to the hearts of children? 

Raise your tiny hand, Divine Child, and bless these young friends of yours, bless the children of all 
the earth. 

+John-Paul P.P. II, Christmas 1994 
Copyright © 2010 Domestic Church Communications Ltd. 

 

Marking the Doorway 

Walking to a selected doorway leading outside; you can have a black piece of paper placed above 

the doorway to chalk if you do not want to mark the wall. 

Pray:   
 “and going into the house they saw the child with his mother Mary and falling to their knees 

they did him homage.” (Matt 2:11)  
 
(With a stick of chalk and a small bottle of holy water mark the outside doorway lintel) 
 
Blessing: 20+C+M+B+15 (Christus, Mansionem, Benedicat) 
 
   May Christ bless this house.  (The last digits change each year.)  

 
 
Sprinkle the doorway with holy water saying: 
  

'Oh Lord, grant that the names of Thy saints Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar, may, through their 
merits and petitions, bless our  home and bring physical health and spiritual protection for all 
who enter here. 

 Amen.’ 
 

Closing: The Kings opening their store of treasures offered Him gifts of gold and frankincense 

and myrrh. When we finish our prayer today we don't ask these holy Kings to give us gold, 

frankincense or myrrh. It seems more natural to ask them to teach us the way which leads to Christ, so 

that every day we can take Him our own gold, our own incense and our own myrrh. 

Sing a song you all know. 

 

 

 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  -  Atrium 

Located in the Lower Sacristy of the Pro-Cathedral of the Assumption 

Gathers Saturday Mornings    ~   Call Erin for more information:   476-8509 

Have you ever noticed the blessing  (20+C+M+B+15) in the Lower Sacristy 

above the doorway?  Now you know the rest of the story! 

Holy Water:  Can be picked up in 

the Sacristy before and after mass. 



12 Real-Life Stories to Make you Think 
 
   

1.   Today, I interviewed my grandmother for part of a research paper 
I'm working on for my Psychology class. When I asked her to 
define success in her own words, she said, "Success is when you 
look back at your life and the memories make you smile."  

   

2.   Today, I asked my mentor - a very successful business man in his 
70s - what his top 3 tips are for success. He smiled and said, 
"Read something no one else is reading, think something no one else is thinking, and do something no one 
else is doing."  

   

3.  Today, after a 72 hour shift at the fire station, a woman ran up to me at the grocery store and gave me a 
hug. When I tensed up, she realized I didn't recognize her. She let go with tears of joy in her eyes and the 
most sincere smile and said, "On 9-11-2001, you carried me out of the World Trade Center."  

   

4.  Today, after I watched my dog get run over by a car, I sat on the side of the road holding him and crying. 
And just before he died, he licked the tears off my face.  

   

5.  Today at 7AM, I woke up feeling ill, but decided I needed the money, so I went into work. At 3PM I got laid 
off. On my drive home I got a flat tire. When I went into the trunk for the spare, it was flat too. A man in a 
BMW pulled over, gave me a ride, we chatted, and then he offered me a job. I start tomorrow.  

   

6.  Today, as my father, three brothers, and two sisters stood around my mother's hospital bed, my mother 
uttered her last coherent words before she died. She simply said, "I feel so loved right now. We should have 
gotten together like this more often."  

   

7.  Today, I kissed my dad on the forehead as he passed away in a small hospital bed. About 5 seconds after 
he passed, I realized it was the first time I had given him a kiss since I was a little boy.  

   

8.  Today, in the cutest voice, my 8-year-old daughter asked me to start recycling. I chuckled and asked, 
"Why?" She replied, "So you can help me save the planet." I chuckled again and asked, "And why do you 
want to save the planet?" Because that's where I keep all my stuff," she said.  

   

9.  Today, when I witnessed a 27-year-old breast cancer patient laughing hysterically at her 2-year-old 
daughter's antics, I suddenly realized that I need to stop complaining about my life and start celebrating it 
again.  

   

10.  Today, a boy in a wheelchair saw me desperately struggling on crutches with my broken leg and offered to 
carry my backpack and books for me. He helped me all the way across campus to my class and as he was 
leaving he said, "I hope you feel better soon."  

   

11.  Today, I was feeling down because the results of a biopsy came back malignant. When I got home, I opened 
an e-mail that said, "Thinking of you today. If you need me, I'm a phone call away." It was from a high school 
friend I hadn't seen in 10 years.  

   

12.  Today, I was traveling in Kenya and I met a refugee from Zimbabwe. He said he hadn't eaten anything in 
over 3 days and looked extremely skinny and unhealthy. Then my friend offered him the rest of the sandwich 
he was eating. The first thing the man said was, "We can share it.”  
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